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USE OF SOCIAL NETWORKS AND MESSENGERS BY VETERINARY STUDENTS
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Abstract

With the proliferation of internet services and advances in smartphone technology, the number of people joining social networks
is growing, and an industry is developing to cater to the needs of these users.

Although there are many definitions of digital social networks, all researchers agree that they represent a space or interaction
system in which people engage, share information, and communicate with each other through an electronic platform connected to the
internet. It is an environment that allows the establishment of interpersonal relationships at a distance.

Teenagers and young people have positively embraced the emergence of social networks and often incorporate new technologies
into their daily lives for information exchange and leisure

The changes taking place in technology are affecting various industries, including the educational environment. Social
networks have emerged as interactive learning environments characterized by the active participation and interaction of students
within educational organizations. They foster a responsible attitude towards collaborative work and the collective construction of
knowledge, enhance self-esteem, and positively impact academic performance and cognitive language skills.

Students are avid users of social networks, with many of them actively seeking opportunities to enhance their professional
training, including those provided by social networks.

This also applies to veterinary students studying operative surgery. Currently, there is a lack of data on their use of social
networks for educational purposes. The goal of the conducted research was to elucidate these issues.

In the research process, an analysis of scientific sources on the use of social networks for educational purposes was carried out.
Sociological methods such as surveys, observations, and questionnaires were employed to gather data on the use of social networks
and messengers by veterinary students studying operative surgery.

According to the obtained data, when choosing social networks, all veterinary students studying operative surgery prefer
“Instagram”, “YouTube”, and “TikTok”, with 30% of them being active users of “Facebook”.

For short message exchange, all veterinary students use Viber, and in addition, 20% use the Telegram messenger, while
10% use WhatsApp.

Among all social networks, students studying operative surgery primarily use video hosting platforms such as YouTube (90%),
Instagram (70%), and Facebook (20%) for educational purposes. Other platforms are mainly used for communication and non-
academic information search.

Seventy percent of students studying operative surgery watch surgical videos on social networks as educational materials,
while the remaining 30% prefer text materials. Of all students studying operative surgery, 70% have an interest in surgical work, while
40% are uncertain about their ability to perform it.

Key words: social networks, higher education, veterinary medicine, operative surgery.

Introduction. With the proliferation of internet services and advances in smartphone technology, the number
of people engaging with social media is on the rise, leading to the development of an industry that caters to the needs
of these users. As of February 2022, there were 4.62 billion social media users worldwide, representing 58.4 percent
of the global population [6].
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While various definitions of digital social networks (DSNs) exist, researchers unanimously agree that they are
spaces where individuals interact, share information, and communicate to form communities, essentially creating a net-
work [3]. Social networks are specifically defined as systems of interaction that people use with friends or acquaintances
(“contacts”) through electronic platforms connected to the Internet, such as Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and others [10].
This environment allows the establishment of interpersonal relationships at a distance [4].

It is evident that the use of social networks is widespread among teenagers and young people. They are
the ones most likely to integrate social networks and new technologies into their daily lives for information exchange
and leisure [11].

The evolving landscape of technology has profound effects on various industries, including the educational envi-
ronment [13].

In recent years, the utilization of social networks in education has seen a notable increase. These platforms facili-
tate communication by bringing people together, enhancing the interaction between teachers and students and extending
its duration [14]. Numerous studies have indicated that Facebook serves as an alternative means for shy students to
express their ideas both inside and outside the classroom. The platform allows them to prepare and present their thoughts
in writing rather than orally [7].

In the realm of education, social networks serve as content-rich learning environments characterized by the active
participation and interaction of students within educational organizations. They represent an interactive learning environ-
ment that places a strong emphasis on the student's active role in the learning process [7]. These platforms contribute to
fostering a responsible attitude towards collaborative work and the collective construction of knowledge [4].

Moreover, the impact of social networks extends to academic performance [2, 12] and memory management,
resulting in improved cognitive language skills and better performance in tests [5].

It is noteworthy that the use of social media by students, both presently and in the future, presents an opportunity
to integrate familiar technologies into the curriculum, thereby enhancing student engagement [8].

Existing data substantiate the significant role of social media in the education of students in higher educational
institutions [9]. The influence of these platforms on students' educational achievements is contingent on the intensity
of their use [1].

The purpose of the conducted research was to determine the social networks preferred by students studying
operative surgery and to explore their utilization of network technologies for studying this discipline and enhancing their
professional training.

Materials and methods. During the research process, an analysis of information sources regarding the use of social
networks in higher education was conducted. The study involved 40 students from the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine
and Animal Husbandry Technologies. To gather data on the use of social networks by students studying operative surgery,
various methods such as surveys, observations, and questionnaires were employed.

Results and discussion. The findings from the conducted studies revealed that all interviewed students from
the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine and Animal Husbandry Technologies actively use social networks. With the evo-
lution of modern Internet technologies and the introduction of new smartphone models, the use of network programs
has become an integral part of their leisure time, a crucial communication method, and one of the primary avenues for
self-expression and self-promotion.

Fig. 1 illustrates the data depicting the social networks and messengers in which the interviewed students are
registered.
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Fig. 1. Registration of students in social networks and messengers

According to the data obtained, all students are registered on “Instagram” and “Viber”. Nine out of ten students
are registered on both “Facebook™ and “TikTok”, while slightly fewer have registrations on the video hosting platform
“YouTube”. Approximately half of the students have registrations on “Telegram”, and only a few have registrations on
“WhatsApp”.
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The popularity of “Instagram” can be attributed to its features, particularly the ability to upload, share, and com-
ment on images and videos. This is facilitated by the high-quality camera capabilities of modern smartphones.

Our research indicated that 80% of students are registered on YouTube. This video hosting platform is designed for
uploading, discussing, and sharing video files. Each registered user has their own channel, allowing them to upload videos
that become accessible on the network.

Not all YouTube users want to upload their own videos. However, they can browse and copy the files they like.
Obviously, this explains why some students do not have online registration.

Our research indicates a significant increase in the number of Facebook users among veterinary students, rising
from 50% [16] to 90% in the last four years. This growth in interest can be attributed to the numerous services offered
by the platform, facilitating user communication, providing various professional and educational platforms, and ena-
bling participation in internet conferences. Furthermore, students can view profiles and communicate with their teachers
through this platform.

In 2018, the emergence of the Chinese application “Tik Tok™ brought about the publication of short videos. The main
concept of this network is the creation of short videos, typically lasting no longer than 60 seconds, accompanied by music.
Users can comment on videos, download them, and share them with other internet users.

“Telegram” is a cross-platform system designed for exchanging short text, audio, and video messages. It allows
users to save files and run microblogs.

“Viber” and “WhatsApp” are messengers enabling the exchange of messages and video calls. Each study group
in the university typically has a Viber group, administrated by the group's curator. This facilitates the sending of messages
and ensures constant contact with students.

As the presence of registration does not necessarily indicate active use, we conducted a survey to determine
the preferred networks and messengers among students in the research group (see Fig. 2).

According to the data we received, all students use Instagram, YouTube and TikTok all the time.

Among messengers, Viber stands out as the most popular, being utilized by all students. Every fifth participant
in the survey also uses Telegram, while only a few opt for WhatsApp.
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Fig. 2. Use of social networks and messengers by students

After establishing the preferred social networks among students, we conducted a survey on the utilization of inter-
net networks for studying operative surgery. The findings from this survey are presented in Fig. 3.
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Fig. 3. Application of social networks for training

According to Fig. 3, students predominantly use YouTube for educational purposes, with 90% watching surgical
videos. Seven out of ten students utilize “Instagram” for studying, and every fifth student uses the “Facebook” network.
Other social platforms are primarily used for communication and non-educational information searches.
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Previous studies have shown that veterinary students actively use YouTube for studying operative surgery [15].

In the next stage of our research, we conducted a survey to understand which educational materials related to oper-
ative surgery students seek in social networks. The data revealed that 70% of respondents prefer surgical videos, while
30% limit themselves to text materials (see Fig. 4).
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Fig. 4. Search for educational information in social networks

In our opinion, the distribution of student preferences can be attributed to the majority attempting to connect social
networks not with textbooks but rather to facilitate their understanding of the topic by observing operations. These stu-
dents typically avoid delving deeply into details that replicate textbook content, often favoring practical work.

Conversely, students who primarily seek textual materials aim to acquire profound theoretical knowledge, aiming
for higher grades without solely relying on practical abilities.

These conclusions align with the findings of our study, which focused on students' self-assessment of their suit-
ability for surgical work (see Fig. 5).

As depicted in Fig. 5, while the majority of students (70%) express an interest in surgical work, 40% harbor
uncertainty about their ability to perform it. Evidently, some of these students gravitate towards textual and theoretical
materials.

Conclusions:

1. Summarizing the above, it can be affirmed that a prevailing global trend in modern times is the widespread adop-
tion of social networks. A substantial number of users, particularly among student youth, actively engage with the content
and services offered by these platforms.
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Fig. 5. Attitude of students to surgical work

2. All veterinary students studying operative surgery prefer Instagram, YouTube, and TikTok, with 30% of them
actively using Facebook.

3. All veterinary students use Viber for exchanging short messages. Additionally, 20% use the Telegram messen-
ger, and 10% use WhatsApp.

4. Students studying operative surgery primarily use YouTube (90%), Instagram (70%), and Facebook (20%) for
educational purposes among all social networks. Other platforms are mainly utilized for communication and searching
for non-academic information.

5. 70% of students studying operative surgery prefer surgical videos as educational materials on social networks,
while the remaining 30% opt for text materials.

6. Among students studying operative surgery, 70% express a liking for surgical work, while 40% harbor uncer-
tainty about their ability to perform it.

Prospects for further research. The conducted study lays the groundwork for future research on the utilization
of social networks in the training of veterinary surgeons.
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BUKOPUCTAHHSA COUOIAJNBHUX MEPEK I MECEH/[’KEPIB
CTYAEHTAMU-BETEPUHAPAMM, AKI BUBYUAIOTH OIIEPATUBHY XIPYPI'TIO

Anomauis

3asosaxu wupoxomy po3noscro0diCceHHIO IHmepHem-nociye i npo2pecy 8 mexHono2ii cMapmaeonis 3pocmae KinoKicmo aiooel, Ki
001Y4aOmMbCsl 00 COYIANLHUX Mepedic, | PO36UBAEMbCS IHOYCMPIA, WO 3A0080IbHAE NOMPedU YUX KOPUCHTYB8AUi8.

Xoua icnye 6azamo uznaveHb yudposux coyianbHux mepexic, yci 00CIIOHUKY NO200JCYIOMbCA, WO 80HU ABTAIOMb c000I0 NPo-
cmip, abo cucmemy 63a€mo0ii, y AKI 100U 83AEMOOTIOMb, OLIAMbCA IHPOPMAYIEID MA CRIIKYIOMbCS 00HE 3 0OHUM Yepe3 elleKIMPOHHY
naam@opmy, nog’sizany 3 inmepuemonm. Lle cepedosuuye, sike 0ae 3mo2y 6CIMAHOBIIOBAMU MIdHCOCOOUCMICHT CIMOCYHKU HA 8I0CMAHI.

[Tionimxu 1 MOI00b NO3UMUBHO CRPULIHAIU NOSBY COYIANLHUX MepexC | Hauuacmiuie 8nPo8aAd’CYIOMb HOI MEXHON02I] Y c80€
noscaKOeHHe scummsi 0isk 0OMIHY iHghopmayiero ma 0036iLA.

3minu, axi 6i06y6armvbcsa 8 MEXHONO2IAX, BNAUBAIOMb HA PI3HI 2AY3l, A MAKOJC HA OCBIMHE cepedoguiye, 071 AK020 COYIANbHI
Meperci € IHMePAKMUSHUM HAGUAbHUM CEPEO0SUUeM, WO XaPAKMePU3yEMbCsi YUACMIO [ 63A€MOOIEI YUHI6 YcepeOuHi 0CGIMHIX opaea-
Hizayiiu. Bonu cnpusitoms 8ionogioansHomy cmagiennio 00 CninbHoi pobomu i KOIeKMUeHOMY KOHCIMPYIO8AHHIO 3HAHb, NOKPAWYIOMb
CAMOOYIHKY, NO3UMUBHO 6NAUSAIOMb HA AKAOEMIYHY YCRIWHICIY | KOZHIMUBHI MOBHI HABUUKU.
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AKMUGHUMU KOPUCITY8AYAMU COYIANbHUX Mepedic € cmydenmu. bazamo 3 HUX HAMA2arOMbCsi BUKOPUCIAMU 6CT MONCIUBOCIN
07151 ROKPAWEeHHsl C8O€ET (haxo8oi nid2omoeKu, y Momy Yuci i mi, ujo 6IOKpUSAOmMs 01 HUX COYIANbHI MEPENCI.

Lle cmocyemubcsa makodc cmyoenmis-eemepunapis, ki us4aloms onepamusHy xipypeiio. Pazom i3 mum cb02o0Hi € Opax oanux
000 BUKOPUCMAHHSL HUMU COYIAIbHUX MepPediC i3 HaguanbHoio memoio. Came 6UCEIMIEHHS YUX NUMAHb Y10 MEMOoI0 OOCHIOICEHD.

YV npoyeci oocnidoicens npoananizoeano naykosi 0dxcepena npo 3acmocy8anHs COYIANbHUX Mepedlc 3 Memoio Haguanns. J[ns
OMPUMANHS OGHUX CIMOCOBHO BUKOPUCHIAHHS MepPediCe8UX MEXHONO02I CMYyOeHmamMu-6emepunapamu, sKi UeUAions OnepamusHy
Xipypeito, 3aCmoco8y8aIucs MaKi COYioN0SiuHi Memoou, K ONUMYBAHHS, CHOCMEPENCEHHS, AHKEMY8AHHSI.

3eiono 3 ompumanumu Oanumu, nio yac eubOPy CoYianbHUX MEPENC YCi CMYOeHMU-6emepuHapu, SIKi 6U4AaOms OnepamueHy
xipypeito, giodatoms nepesazy Instagram, YouTube u TikTok, 30% i3 nux ¢ akmuenumu kopucmyeawamu Facebook.

s 06Miny KopomKumMu NOSIOOMIEHHAMU 6Ci CIYyOeHmu-eemepunapu suxkopucmosgyiomo Viber, kpim moeo, 20% xopucmy-
1omucst mecenocepom « Telegramy i 10% — « WhatsApp».

Cepeo ycix coyianbHux mepexnc cmyoenmu, sKi 6UgHaloms OnepamueHy xXipypeilo, 3 Memolo Ha84aHHs BUKOPUCIOBYIOMb Gi0e-
oxocmune « YouTubey (90%), mepenci «Instagram» (70%) i «Facebooky (20%). Inwi nnamgopmu cmyodenmu euxopucmogyioms 0s
CRINKYBAHHSL Ul NOULYKY HEHABYANbHOT IHGhopmayi.

70% cmyoenmis, sAKi 6uguaOmMb ONEPAMUBHY Xipypeiio, K HAGYANbHI MAMePIianu 8 COYIaNIbHUX Mepedicax nepe2isidaioms Xipyp-
2iune gioeo, peuwma 30% 6idoaioms nepeeazy mekCmosum Mamepiaiam.

3 ycix cmyoenmis, AKi 6U8UQAIOMb ONEPAMUBHY XIDYP2IIo, € YACMKA MAKUX, AKUM n00obacmubcs xipypeiuna poboma, ix 70%,
mooi sik 40% cmyoenmis He 8nesHeHi, W0 3MONCYMb il GUKOHYBAMU.

Knrouosi cnosa: coyianvni mepesici, suwya oceima, 6emepuHapra MeOuyutda, onepamusHa Xipypeis.
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